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Universities, Science & Technology and Policy

e lIT-Delhi announce$00 PhD Fellowships for International studentdrom the academic year 2019-20, a game
changer initiative of the Indian higher educatigatem

e Prime Minister dedicatesIT-Dharwad andllIT-Dharwad to the Nation on February 10, 2019

* German auto components big@ieschfunds anAl Research Center in IIT Madraswith planned investments of
Rs 20 Crores on February 6, 2019

¢ ISRO unveils ‘Human Space Flight Centet in Bangalore on February 1, 2019; 31st commuriacesatellite
GSAT 31 launched from France on February 6, 2019

e Considering the fact that Government&igel Tax’ continued to bothestart-upcommunity in India, the tax
exemption cap was hiked to Rs 25 Crores and tleetafé time was increased to 10 years, in FebrRai®

e The newpolicy one-Commercefor firms kicks in from February 1, 2019

e TRAI norms forbroadcast TV channel pricingcomes into effect from February 1, 2019; expetbeshve
money for hundreds of millions of TV consumers

« Union Governmentpresents it¥ote on Accounton February 1, 2019; actifidinance Minister Piyush
Goyal (Finance Minister Arun Jaitley is away in USA oedital grounds) creates history — the first finance
minister who is a formally trained accountant @ectfthe national topper in his batch) - does alfimlance
between fiscal discipline and populism

Products

e MWC 2019 (February 25 - 28)had many products particularly smartphones thdtd*fisom LG (Dual Screen)
andHuawei (Mate X) - in addition t@amsung“Fold” - 5G was the dominant theme

e Samsunglaunched its revolutionary phone with foldable thyfSamsung Galaxy Folcon February 20, 2019 at
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium in San Francisco, thiace where Steve Jobs launched Apple Il way badei7

Indian IT Companies
e TCS posts good results on January 10, 2019, with igieelst-evequarterly profit Rs 8,105 Crores
MNC IT Companies in India

* In February 2019, Frenchajor Thaleslaunches its R & D Center in Bangalore

» Hero Chip Design facility was launched in Bangalore on February 20, 2019

e SamsungR & D Institute signs up for another 4,00,000 $gsppace in Bangalore on February 16, 2019

* Amazon & Wal-Mart lose $ 50 Billion in market-capitalization in gafebruary 2019, partly impacted by the
Indian e-Commerce rule kicking in on February 1120Amazon license gets restored on February 6 201

* Prime MinisteModi receivesSeoul Peace Prizen February 23, 2019

e |IT-KGP Alumnus and IITB faculty D6ubasis ChaudhurynamedIT - Bombay Director ; to take charge on
April 15, 2019

e February 2019 sa®riram Raghavan of IBM Research (India)moving to USA to lead Al Research in NYC
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Start-up

Interesti

General

India-educated BITS-Pilani alumnus RRgvathi Advaiti was named Ek (earlier FlextronicSsCEO on February
11, 2019

CTS CEO Francisco D'Souzasteps down after 12 years of glorious innings (C&\&nue saw top-line growing
from $ 1.42 Billion in 2006 to $ 16.1 Billion in 28); settles a long-pending dispute with US Regul8ecurities
& Exchange Commission for $ 25 Million on Februa#; 2019

Mukesh Ambani (with $ 54 Billion) in globalTop 10 in Global Richlist of Hurun (February 27, 2019), for the
first time; Bill Gates is No 2with $ 96 Billion andBezos of Amazortops the list with $ 147 Billion.
Interestingly, 2470 individuals account for 12%gtdbal GDP, demonstrating the concentration of theaiong
the top

Scene

Intel acquires Hyderabad-based starthugda — a silicon and platform services provider in ¢inaphics arena for
GPU - on February 18, 2019

India’s hotel room aggregator start-Qyo enters US market in February 2019

Swiggy (food delivery company) acquired Al-startdmt.io on February 4, 2019

ng numbers

India’s IP Index rank moved from 44 to 36 in the year 2018, as per UBabtenent of Commerce Report; the
largest jump in the year across all countries

GST collectionsin February 2019 sees a marginal drop (Rs 97,24veSy

India’s Central BanlRBI cuts “repo rate” by 25 basis points on Februgrg2019

Akshaya Patramid-day meal program among School students iralfiin by ISKCON) touches 3 Billion mark
on February 11, 2019; starting with 1,500 childire@000, it crossed the 1 Billion milestone in 2@ the 2
Billion milestone on 2016

Government of India increase®A by 3% (from 9% to 12%) effective January 1, 2019 on Fabyd9, 2019
Tata Motors posts a record loss of Rs 27,000 Crores for theligct— December 2018 quarter; the largest ever
loss for any Indian company in the corporate histdrindia!

India’s National War Memorial (built over 2017 to 2019) was launched in New Dabar India Gate on
February 25, 2019

Indian Railways’ Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai bidnde Bharat Express train commissioned on
Delhi — Varanasi route on February 17, 2019; ittsta new era in high-speed train travel in India

Bangalore Airport commissions its 3.4 M\§olar plant on February 6, 2019

In early February 201%irbus decides to stop production of its iconic jumbaft “Airbus 380" from 2021
US President Trumpdeclaredocal emergencyto press through his demand for billions of dallfor the
planned Mexico Wall on February 15, 2019

A major forest fire destroys 6,000 acres of fotastl in Bandipur, Karnataka during February 22 -Z®19; 300
cars gutted during Bangalore Aero Show on Febr2ar2019

Terrorists with Pakistan support kill 40 CentrakBi/e Police personnel Rulwamain Kashmir on February 14,
2019; India conductSurgical Strike 2.0and kill 300 terrorists in a terror camp by flyiptanes 70 Km into
Pakistan territory in a sophisticated and swiftrtitrute operation in the wee hours of February 2892in turn,
it leads to loss of Indian Air Force Pilot AbhinamdVarthaman; luckily, Pakistan released him antiddndan
reaches India back on March 1, 2019 after 60 holcaptivity

January 2019

Universities, Science & Technology and Policy

JEE Mains 2019held in January 2019 by National Testing Agencgritine mode spread over January 9, 10,
11 & 12; results declared on January 19, 2019 &43 dhead of time); nearly 10 Lakhs took the exame; more
attempt available for students in April 2019

Drone Policy 2.0enters Draft stage and ready for comments on Jaiga 2019

Doordarshan Science channdhunched on January 15, 2019 by DST Secretary & S#nister

Micro-satellite ‘KalamSat” weighing little over 1 Kg (designed by studentishaguidance from NGO SpaceKidz
India) was put in orbit bjSRO on January 24, 2019
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e PhD students’ stipendamounts increased from Rs 25,000 to Rs 31,000dwe@ment of India on January 31,
2019

» AICTE cuts 40,000 engineering seats and decides not¢opgirmission for new engineering colleges for &gge
on January 31, 2019

* 600Indian students “trapped” in USA by fake university created by INS in Jary2019

Products
* CES 2019 (Jan 7 - 10had many products show-cased, but nothing speetacul
Markets

e Byju's, Bangalore-based learning solutions company aegiiS-based learning games comp@syno for $ 20
million on January 16, 2019

» Bangalore-based analytics fiffnactal gets $ 200 Million capital infusion froMpax on January 16, 2019

» Bain Capital acquires majority stake Brillio (Bangalore-based and Santa Clara headquarteraly}ies /
digital company on January 15, 2019

» Apple revises quarterly revenue target downward from 8@ibn to $ 84 Billion on January 2, 2019, thesfi
ever in 15 years, and its stock price falls by #ite very first day of trading in 2019

* Indian start-ups raise $ 38.3 Billion in 2018.iveMint January 3, 2019)

Indian IT Companies

» TCS posts good results on January 10, 2019, with idfieelst-evequarterly profit Rs 8,105 Crores, its Brand
value takes it to global No 3 (next only to Accest& IBM) as per Brand Finance Report of JanuaryZZ3.9;
makes 30,000 offers in 2018-19 season (up from®B;0ast year)

» Infosys posts good quarterly results on January 11, 20d@rtant, considering the fact that thew CEO Salil
Parekh just completed a year on January 2, 2019; bags 2. Crores Income Tax order on January 16, 2019;
its Verizon contract value goes up from $ 750 Million to 1lBih in January 2019

*  Wipro quarterly (Oct — Dec) profits jump 30%; quarterdyyenue crosses $ 2 Billion

MNC IT Companies in India

» With 9,100patentsin 2018 (with more than 4,000 patents in ABM continues its record of holding the No 1
position for 26 years; interestingly, 800 of themrevfrom IBM India, the largest for IBM outside USA

* Volkswagenstarts India Tech Centre in Pune on January 189 20

* SAP Indiato see 4004ayoffs (part of 4,400 planned layoff globally) in Janu@2619

» Computer scientiddr Subhash Kak, ISROscientist (who was wrongly punished accused obtétrlink)
Dr Nambi Narayan, Cisco Chairmaniohn Chambers AdobeCEO Santanu Narainand L&T ChairmarAM
Naik are part of Padma awards 2019

* Vinod Kumar Yadav is the newRailway Board Chairman (effective January 1, 2019), heading the
organization with nearly 1.5 Million staff

* Intel names Interim CE@ob Swanaspermanent CEO on January 31, 2019

Start-up Scene

« MilkBasket starts Bangalore operations on January 15, 2019

e Byju’s, Bangalore-based learning solutions company aeguiS-based learning games comp@syno for $ 120
million on January 16, 2019

* Bangalore-based analytics fifmactal gets $ 200 Million capital infusion fromipax on January 16, 2019

< Bain Capital acquires majority stake Brillio (Bangalore-based and Santa Clara headquarteraly}ias /
digital company on January 15, 2019

* Online car trading start-uparDekho raises $ 110 Million on January 3, 2019
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Interesting Application & Apps

e Finance Ministry’s ITR Filing 2.0” order of Rs 4,241 Crores goesltdosys on January 16, 2019
» Finance Ministry starts an interestinBudget Serieson Twitter (January 15 to February 1

Interesting numbers

* RIL posts Rs 10,251 Crores profit for October — Decer@bé8 quarter, the first private enterprise tessrBs
10,000 quarterly profit; for the same perid@;S posts Rs. 8,105 Crores profit, the highest ever
* ModiCare (Aayushman Bhara) treats 6,85,000 patients free of cost in the fi0 days

General

e Tata brand reaches the globEbp 100(the only entry from India) in January 2019
« UK Prime Minister loses “Brexit poll” but narrowly wins “confidena®te” in January 2019
e JLL Survey putBangalore as No 1in the list of “Most Dynamic Cities” (2019 Editiasf City Momentum)

e GST doubled the exemption limits for MSME's (from R8 Rakhs to Rs 40 Lakhs per year) on January 109 201
e Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj (erstwhile Allahabad) stat4 AM on January 15, 2019; 150 million visitespected
over 2 months (Jan 15 (Sankranti) to March 6 (Mhaivaatri); 800 special trains, 50,000-strong setguorce,

220 KM of road, thousands of doctors, hundredsfs, 4000 Wi-Fi hotspots and 1,20,000 toilets Karktela
2019 is spectacular in every respect

e US Government shut-down that started on Decembe2@IB continued for the longest time till Janu2by 2019

e CES 2019January 8 — 11, 2019) at Las Vegas show-caseg maniting products; however, most of them
including LG foldable TV’s were incremental, ratliban breakthrough innovations

e 620 Km long human chainfrom Kasrgod to Thiruvanathapuram with 3.5 Milliparticipants create history in
Kerala on January 1, 2019

« Government introduces Constitutional Amendment (AG&ndment 2019)duota for economically backward
peopl€’ on January 9, 2019; it is passed in both the ldeParliament & Rajya Sabha) and with Presidentdl
on January 12, 2019 becomes a law, one of thestdstgislation in Indian Parliamentary history

e CBI Chief Alok Varma is reinstated and transferred; but, he decidesti; all within days, unfortunate
developments for the country

About the author: Professor Sowmyanarayanan Sadagopan (ss@iiith).@s.the Director of IlIT-Bangalore. These are
his personal views. He has been writing on “Whhitd in IT” from an Indian perspective continuouslgm 1997; Times
of India, Financial Express, IT Magazine carried thonthly (and yearly columns) till 2016; IEEE ladias been carrying
the quarterly columns since 2017
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